












Landau + Kindelbacher, Munich:
Renovation hotel DAS TEGERNSEE, Tegernsee

The name speaks volumes. “Das Tegernsee,” perched above the 
vacation destination and lake it has been named for, is considered 
the superior hotel in the Bavarian highlands, about of 50 kilome-
ter drive from Munich. The architectural changes made during 
a construction project in the recent past is a big part of the lure. 
The property demonstrates impressively how four houses can be 
turned into a very special venue where many find inspiration and 
enjoyment; a destination characterized by elegance and a deep 
commitment to the region.

THIS, THAT, THE OTHERS…

So much has been written about construction projects in the 
mountains in recent years. Those who read these stories imme-
diately wonder about style and interpretation issues. The hotel 
Das Tegernsee provides some extraordinary answers. Nestled into 
a park area covering 42 hectares of the south-facing side of the 
slopes, this destination at an elevation of 800 meters draws guests 
with its breathtaking views of the natural backdrop, which includes 
the lake and the town, also called . Since July of last year, it offers 
a new culinary concept, renovated rooms and a completely redesi-
gned lobby. Renowned Munich-based architecture firm Landau + 
Kindelbacher was commissioned to implement the comprehensive 
conversion. The renovation of the hotel, which once operated 
under the name Hotel Bayern and was owned by the insurance 
group Versicherungskammer Bayern, began in 2008. At the time, 
the “Haus Wallberg,” which houses a modern convention center, 
spa as well as 37 puristic design rooms and suites. After further 
finetuning, the name of the property was changed to Das Tegern-
see four years ago. During this phase, all of the rooms in the Qui-
rin and Tegernsee guesthouses were also renovated completely. 
The lobby, which can be found in the “Haus Tegernsee” is now a 
marvel of newly polished elegance and boasts a magnificent patio. 
The Chateau Bar, which was located on the first floor of the Senger 
Chateau, a structure listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places that dates back to 1840, has been replaced by a refreshlin-
gly modern restaurant with panoramic views – the Alpenbrasserie 
– as well as an attached lounge, wine and tower bar. A sophistica-
ted beer garden concept completes the newly launched concept. 

Where the royals vacationed…

Das Tegernsee comprises multiple buildings. The oldest part of 
the hotel complex is the Senger Chateau, a structure listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places that dates back to 1842. 
The magnificent art nouveau villa has seen tumultuous times of 
both, desperate suffering and glamor. In the mid 19th century, for 
instance, it was used as a poor house. In 1873,  Consul Kem-
merich purchased the property and had it completely converted 
by renowned Munich-based master builder Baumeister Gabriel 
von Seidl. Up until shortly before World War I, prominent royals 
and blue bloods used to rendez-vous at the Tegernsee and spent 
their summer vacations here. After complex renovations had been 
made, the property was acquired by Her Majesty, Empress and 
Countess Maria von Sachsen-Coburg-Gotha, who was also the 
Grand Duchess of Russia, in 1903. She turned it into a domicile 
of guests of the German Emperor’s Court and it had a legendary 
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reputation. During World War I, this refuge also became the victim 
of demise and the last royal owner, the Arch Duchess of Austria 
and Queen of Romania sold the Senger Chateau along with its 
land to a company now known as the Versicherungskammer Bay-
ern in 1928. During World War II, the property served as a military 
hospital, subsequently as the Tegernsee high school and ultimately 
as a training and recreation facility of Versicherungskammer staff. 
Operations as a convention and tourist hotel under the name 
Hotel Bayern began in 1972.  Over several decades, the property 
evolved and became what it looks like today – a perfect blend of 
historic building structures and modern updates, which pleases 
both, the guests who have been coming for years and the new 
target group, which has a special affinity for design. The former 
Hotel Bayern was renamed “Das Tegernsee” in June 2010, which 
was the year the first important phase of comprehensive remode-
ling  and building of annexes concluded. It makes clear references 
to the atmospheric material and form language of modern alpine 
architecture.  

Live the way you like it

From a residential perspective, the Das Tegernsee is compelling, 
because it offers four completely different types of residential 
worlds that guarantee the perfect wellness atmosphere for every 
guest. The diversity of the rooms and suites ranges from elegant 
to grounded; from luxurious and romantic to simple and home-
like. For instance, after it had been completely gutted in 2014, 
the Haus Tegernsee was refinished in a modern, alpine style. A ge-
nerous, light flooded lobby with a luxurious ancient wood ceiling, 
leather seating, a fireplace and a grand piano was created on the 
ground floor. It offers a designated check-in area for VIPs and a 
business center. Among the highlights are the wicker reception 
counter, which was custom-made for the hotel and the patio, 
which is part of the lobby. Just like it did with the redesign of the 
Haus Wallberg, the Landau + Kindelbacher interior design team 
bet on natural visuals and haptics as well as regionally sourced 
materials. 

Modern zeitgeist and alpine style accents  

The bright hallways, which show silhouettes of the local mountain 
world on their walls, take guests to 18 newly renovated double 
rooms and suites. They combine Bavarian styles with modern 
zeitgeist. All have beds that appear to be floating through the air, 
genuine wood parquet flooring and luxurious bathrooms. Materials 
such as loden, felt, pine wood and local rocks as well as photo 
wallpaper depicting motifs from the surrounding areas, empha-
size the Tegernsee Valley’s strong bond with nature. Depending 
on their style and category, the rooms pay homage to the colorful 
interplays of the seasons in green, mustard yellow, blue, red and 
orange. The two newly created executive suites, which have oriel 
windows and offer especially vast views of the lake and the moun-
tains are especially noteworthy. 

Down to earth design reduced to the bare necessities 

The inspiration for the eight new double rooms in the Auberge 
Quirin, on the other hand, came from the former servant quarters, 
which were located in a new building, while the royals stayed at 
the Senger Chateau. The design is reduced to the bare necessi-
ties, using brown, natural white and indigo blue as the colors so 
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that only the premium quality carpentry work in oiled oak, the retro 
lamps and a rag carpet provide inviting comforts. The blue-white 
tiles and copper fixtures in the bathrooms gives these rooms a 
decided down to earth appearance. 

Bringing the outdoors into the restaurant

Moreover, behind the restored façade of the art nouveau vil-
la Senger Chateau,  “Das Tegernsee” has been offering a new 
consistently further developed culinary concept and a second 
restaurant. Guests who are staying at the property as well as those 
who stop by for a day trip have the option to dine at the elegant 
Restaurant Senger on the ground floor and the casual Alpen-
brasserie on the first floor of the Senger Chateau. Both share the 
breathtaking views of the Tegernsee and the premium culinary 
creations conjured up under the direction of executive chef Horst 
Trautwein. While the intricately decorated Restaurant Senger seats 
60 on black leather chairs, the  Alpenbrasserie beckons up to 40 
hotel and outside guests to enjoy light, creative cuisine. Thanks to 
the new panoramic glass panes, the entire window front can be 
opened so that diners can enjoy the feeling of eating al fresco on 
balmy summer days. The cozy wine and tower bars are next door. 
Their balcony offers amazing views of the lake.


